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GOVERN ORS. MESSAGE. 


Fellow- Citizens of the Senate 


“* amd of the House of Representatives: 

The constitution of the State of Arkansas provides that the 
governor “shall not be eligible for more than. eight years in any 
term of twelve years.” With the fourteenth day of this month 
the term of eight years from the time-of my first installation, as 
governor of the State of Arkansas, will expire. My successor 
will, therefore, have to be installed on the 15th day.of Novem- 
ber, 1860, or there will be an interregnum. — 

To the printed copies of the official reports and other infor- 
mation, adopted as accompanying documents to this message, 
you are respectfully referred for intelligence in detail respect- 


2 XN an ar ree e re» 


ing the condition of our state government. 

The increase to the taxable property of this state, for the four 
years from 1852 to 1856, was $27,857,965; for the two years, 
1857 and 1858, it was $29,115,203, and for the years 1859 
and 1860, the increase to the taxable property. of the state 
has been $42,601,988. The swamp and overflowed lands sold 
by the state before the 11th January, 1855, were exempted from 
taxation by the state for ten 'years, or until reclaimed. Many 
of these. lands will’become taxable next year; more of them the 
year after; and nearly the whole of them during. the next four 
years. This alone will afford a certain: increase of, at least 
twenty millions and perhaps thirty fnillions of dollars to the 
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value of taxable property in the state during the next four y eárs. E 


The payments on the state debt up to the first day of October, 
1860, amounted to $2,341 996 17. This sum includes $145; 067 56, 
the amount of the five per cént. of the net proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands. which accrued to the State of Ärkansas, 
under the cömpact between the, United States and this state, 


from the first day of Jantíary, 1841, to the first day of* January; FR 
Sue 
. 1860, and also includes $3,012: 16 which had accrued to this 


state under the act of congress to: ‘appropriate the proceeds of 
the sales of the public | lands, approved 4th September, 1841, 
before this act was modified And the distribution of the land: 
fund to the several states supended by the tariff act of 30th” 
August, 1842. These two funds were retained at the treasury 
ofthe United States and applied towards the payment ofinterest 
on 628 bonds of. this state held by the United States as trust 
funds. “Of these bonds 500 were issued to and.sold by the 
“Real. Estate Bank of the State of Arkansas, 2 and 128 were 
issued to, and sold; by the “Bank of the State of Arkansas.” 

At the June term; A. D., 1860,:0f the chancery court it was 
ordered by the court that the receiver of the Real Estate Bank 
settle and adjust the accounts between the State-of Arkansas 
and the Real Estate Bank, in regard to the five per cent fúnd 
retained by the treasury department of the United States for 
payment of interest on the bonds issued tó said bank, which 
are held by said depar tment, and to allow to the state in such - 
settlement, interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum from 
the date ‘of each payment or application. of the five per cent fund 
up to the date of such settlement; and pay to the state such 
balance as he may find to be due to her, in the coupons to be 


severed from. the State Bank bonds in his hands as receiver, and 


upon such settlement to require the state to surrender to him, 
the coupons for the amount of the principal, from the Real Estate 
Bank bonds in the jreasury c department, or to give'such guaranty 
against the same as may be deemed zx his attorney to be 
sufficient. 

On the 6th of July jus a leiter was ten in behalf of the 


. state to the treasury. department, asking that an official state- 


ment be furnished, showing the dates at which the funds acerued 
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de the state of: "Kikansas E di amoi t of each installment d UU 


retained atthe treasury: “of the Unitéd, States, and: that for the. 
i whole‘ amount of the faiids of the State of Arkansas, so Fetained ` 
m _ coupons "be severed from ‘as many of the bonds öf: this" state, 
issued to, the, Real Estate Bank and held by:the‘ United ‘States, 
x MT ‚as the'whole"of the money so “retained would payang Ti to for-- | 
c ward “the coupons to the treäsurer of the State’ of „Arkansas. 
The letter makingíthese requests y was referred to the first? tom p- 
-troller, büt- ‘the:State of Arkansas is, yet. ‘without the” informa- 
tien. essential to have the account adjusted" under the, order 
"ob ‘thie chancery court. If'the requests of the: executive should 
be complied: ‚with, upon the receipt of the information atid the 
coupons; t the authorities of the state will then: be able to have 
the account adjasted, under the order :of the chancery court. 
‚Should this be done, “the debt of the state on-accoúnt of the 
Bank of the State of Arkansas will be reducéd about-one hun- 
. dred and eighty-nine thousand dollars. - And the state would 
thus be made a debtor to the five. per E improve- 
ment fund. - dM. ut, 3a 
The stäte also owes to the five per cent fund, $68,676 -90, on 
account of that part of this fund received by her úp to the first 
day, of January, 1841, “including the dividend of $7,011 72; 
declared on the fund by the Bank of the State of. Arkansas, and 
. - without adding interest from” 7th March; 1843, ‘to this time, 
> which would increase thé debt. “If this sum of $68,676 90 be - 


added. to the $189, 000 00; it will make the amount of‘ $257, 676 — 


^ 


x 


90, from which “should be deducted thé $80, 000 of the five per `. 


cent fund appropriated by * An act to ‘authorize the- Governor 
to subscribe for’ stock in certain railroads,” | ‘approved: 31st 
. January, 1859, and the sum of $177, 676 90 will remain unap- 
propriated.. In view of the fact that our state is ¿Bound by the 
compact between. the United States ánd this state to apply the 
fiye percent fund, among‘öther'- works, to the: construction of 
railways, if is recommended that one hundred and thirty thou- 
sand «dollars of, the five per cent fund be’ appropriated out of 
the state treasury, at an early day, for the completion of the 
third division of the „Memphis and Little Rock railroad, from _ 


White river to Little Rock, and that the balance of wer fund, be. 
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- appropriated ‘to aid thes Mississippi, Ouachita- Sana Red Rives ^ 


railroad. This five per ‘cent fund is  ápnuglly: accfuing : ‘to: tie... 


h 


státe from the I U nited States. '‚Perhapsät would have a. tendeney: 
to encourage other railroad companies if a) ‘Taw were. passed’ y- 
providing for aid. 4o- them out of the future dividends of the 
five per cent fund, After the construction of a certain: ‚amount of 
work towards building their reápective. roads, sufficient, “to, 
guarantce that the aid afforded | them by. the state ‘would enable 
them to complete at any rate a part of their res} ective Toads. 
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If the státe had sufficient funds to pay whatlshe « owes to the _ 


Bank of the State of Arkansas for part f the capital of thé: 

bank -withdrawn from the bank under the acts of ES February, | 
1843, and 10th January, 1845, aüd- used any * years: ago, io 
pay ordinary expenses of the state; the railroads when; partly 
constructed might be hastened on to completion, by. giving the 
companies, under proper restrictions, ‘the exclüsive right to” 
draw the money so appropriated, upon the. express conditions 
that before. drawing the money from the state treasury, bonds ~ 
of the state, that were issued to and sold by the Bank-of the 


Y 


State of Arkansas, should be surrendered to the state treasurer; ^ 


amounting, with the unpaid interest, to a sum equal to the 
amount of the appropriation to be, withdrawn. by them, and 
that the money so withdrawn should all be expended in the 
ecnstruction.and equipment of the railr oads. The most of this - 
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debt which the state owes the bank with six per cent interest Ey 


2 
Li 


on it from the 3rd February, 1843, might be paidin the way: 
suggested, in prudent installments, without completely draining 
the treasury, during the next four years, and without increasing 
the present low fate of the state tax. But "without increasing - 
the state tax, it wouid be imprudent to provide for paying the 
debt, except in installments to be ‘adapted to the state of the 
treasury, taking into consideration other indispengabte-expenses 
of the state. Upon this plan the state could honorably pay a 
debt which she owes; and greatly aid the railroads without 
incurring any new debt:or new liability. , " 
It is a safe rüle to get out of debt as fast as possible and then 
pay as. they occur súch expenses as the. interests. of the state 
require. By such a v policy established, there would be.no aecu- 
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. been injudieiously expended; and mordiregara ‘would, u er 


"such 'a»policy.. be had.tei4rue economy. ici ig” therefore i in “the.” 
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dle of:the state o. afford aid to railroads. and “At the. same 
ims „paya ¢ debt which: she owes: ^" _ a E T oe 


"You will, see dy the report of the ‚president, of. the Memphis” 


ke a andaLittle Rock, railroad. company, that the*company, has con- 
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‘tracted for’ the ironjand t the chairs. andgepikes, sufficiént. p the 
eompletignfigt the road from the’ present terminus, at the St, 


i 5E muletas integet. o ¿pay on many, which m might have x 


¿Francis river, Lo: Little Rock. That „the hifa divisiongof t the _ 


"road-from, White river to Little. Rock is nearly all graded ‘and 
the greater vgportion. of the cross ties required, “already delivered. 


i That handsfare at®work “siifficient to complete -the grade .and 


furnish thé balance of the ties ás fast. as they can possibly be 
needed for’ the track; ‚sand. ‚that this division is nowready for 
track laying, “and that. the company only, needs funds immedi- 
ately available to enable them” to press, the works, with vigor. 


_ and energy to. completion. The‘ one hundred and thirty thou- ` 


sand-dollars of thefive per cent fund, if proniptly appropriated 
out. of the state treasury, would enable the company to finish 
and place in operation this third division of the road in.a few 
months; and the completion of the remaining unfinished -por- 
tion of the man and Little Rock railroad ‚would: soon fol- 
low. aes : 

It will be -seen by the reports of the auditor and treasurer, 
that there remained in the state treasury, on the first day of 
October, 1860, subject to be used for ‚ordinary expenses of the 
state, the sum of three hundred arid foür thousand, one hundred 
and six ‘dollars and ninety-eight cents, in gold and silver. 

The whole amount of the internal improvement fund distrib- 
uted to, and drawn by the several counties, before the first day 
of October; 1860, was $488, 692 96, and on that day a balance 
of this fund remained j in the: treasury, in specie, amounting to 
$17, 441 26.. The entire amount of ihe seminary fund distribu- 
ted to; and drawn by the several counties before the first day 
of October, 1860, was $89, 595, 70, and on that day a balance 
of this fund, in specie, remained i in une treasury, amounting to 
$3,306 51. be a WI 
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The. Sl amount of the: Saline is distributed. “to, e 


drawn by the several Counties; before the first-day ` af October, gr 


1860, was $14,778 56, and a "balance of this fund, in’ specie, 
remained i in th : ; treasury on that day, amounting to $1, 988 95. 

The séminary and saline funds, when distributed to the-seve- 
ral counties, to aid in the support of-common “schools, . are. 


placed under the” control of the county aüthorities, "upon whom: E 


it devolves to have E 3 'funds taken care of and properly 
applied to the objects for which they are intended, “The com- 
mon söhool fund, arising from other sources, must be sufficiéntly. ` 
large i in many of the counties to- justify “the establishinent - ‘of. 


some free schools. But as the funds and common‘ "Schools are, i 


by law, placed under the control of the’ ‘county . and. township 
officers, the executive has not sufficient information € on the sub- 
ject to determine whether the fund i is properly taken care of or: 


not, and sacredly applied, as it should be; towards the educa - Sal 


tion of the children of the county. ' l ME 
This subject is one of so much importance that it should be. 
investigated, and Whatever can be properly done, for the 
advancement of. educatión should be attended to without 
failure. | 
For all the information on the subject, ‘which the secretary 
of state, as superintendent of common schools, has been able to 
obtain, you ‘are respectfully referred to his report, Gated 30th 
October, 1860. s . u 
-Your attention is respectfully invited to the reports of the 
keepers of the penitentiary. lt appears that 121 convicts and 
3 runaway slaves remained in the penitentiary on the 1st day 
of October, 1860. That 107 of the convicts were, sent to the 
penitentiary by our state courts, and 14 by the United States 
courts. The three runaway slave are detained at the penti- 
tentiary subject to be retrieved by their owners.” de 
From my message, dated 3d November; 1858, the following 
quotation is made, to-wit: “It is recommended: that provision 
be made for building a house for the warden or keeper, at the 
penitentiary, that suitable artangments be made for imprison- 
ing female convicts, and that a cistern to~supply sufficient | 


water for the use of the institution be constructed." 
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2 connected with the penitentiar y; for. the‘ important reason that 
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"di sediiis to the; Executive. that it. would. be ‚good poliey.- to, 
eile for- „‚naiufaetüring « coarse: cotton -eloths, by: the labor-of : 
the penitentiary 'cónvietsz? tits $P 33" yha acea o mE en. 


u M 


; ‚Your. early. attention. "e aétion are- solicited to the subjects -` 


‚the existing contract, for the. keeping; elotliing -and subsistence . 
: of the. convicts will expire on. the: -25th. oa of: J January next”, os 

Es pu Rr put uu 

The Gehör! Assembly iuris "n" act to provide for-tke- 

" ‘tiatagement and: control of the. penitentiafy >. approved 7th. 
February, 1859. Whilst this-bill was: pending, : -and before it * 
` was passed, the” Governor sent a. special -message ‘to. the Gene- ~ 
ral Assembly, dated. 10th Fébruary; 1859, in-which, he stated,’ ou 
- AS: follows, ‘to-wit: “I transmit a communication. from: Alexan- 
der George and John Robins, „late contractors far. keeping the 
Arkansas penitentiary, asking to: be .rélieved from-the responsi-^ 
. Pility and. expense of keeping. the convicts as early as practica- 
"blej:eonsistent with the interests of-the state; that provision: be - 
 madé:to pay t them for all convicts sent by the state ‘courts: to 
the: ‘penitentiary, at the rate of thirty-five ceñits per day, for each 
convict, froni the 25th January, 1859, when: their contract-e. - 
, pired; until á new cohtraet shall be-made -for keeping the-con- 
Victs..” - «Also, stating that they will continue ta take care of 
the convicts upon those terms, and-will-also take -cäre of the  - 


Y 


^. convicts sent to-the penitentiary by the United States courts, 


for. the compensatión allowed by the United. States therefor, 
which i is: fifty cents per day: for ‚Sach convict, which is paid. -by 
-the United States.” £ £ George and Robins, since the expiration 


‚of their contract, by my request, have «continued to.take care.of ~ | 


the convicts, hoping that some “law would be passed; by which. 
they, would ‘soon be relieved.” .* The system about to be 
adopted by the General Assembly, it is supposed,. will require | 
_ some considerable delay, and. perhaps, may fail to- work; and 

there is no lato to provide for such a contingency". “ George.and 
- Robins, although théy would prefer, being relieved from the 
eertain. expense to them for ah uncertain length of time, if com- 
pensated at the rate stated, will continue to attend.te the peni- 


tentiary, as ll until‘ some other arrangement shall be 
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mada but m . wish to surrender up the penitentiary at 
once” * * 


and means appropr iated to provide for the emergency; “for there 


are so many convicts that some discretionary power should be , 
by law vested in some one to have them leg gally takeh care of." ; 


“So far as the > governor is concerned; he does not object to re- 


sponsibility, af he has. legal discretionary authofity and: ‚means 
appropriated by law to besused at his: discrétion; 16, „promote: and 


protect the interests of the state; but without these essentials, how-. ^ 


ever willing he might be to endeavor to carry out the wishes. 
of tne General Assembly, he might not be able to do what an’ 
emergency might render necessary.” This special message may 
be found in senate jour nal for 1858-’9, on pages 480 -and 481, 
and following it, the proposition of A. George andiJohn Robins." 

This message was promptly referred by’ the. -senate, on the 
10th February, 1859, “to the committee on the penitentiary, 
with instructions to report thereon as early as’ practicable” 


“In the event of a failure in the new system to, .- 
work, some author i Should be vested in some officer of the state, ' 


ak 


and the committee reported the joint resolution, which was N 


passed by the senate on the 11th of February, 1859, and. was 


~ afterwards passed by. the hóuse of representatives, and approved 


By the governor, 21st February, 1859; and which is ón page 
313 of the printed acts passed in 18589. Tt is provided by 
this joint resolution, * that the governor.be authorized to pay 
said Alexander George and John Robins the sum of thirty-five 
cents per day for keeping the state eonvicts, from. the 25th day 
of January, A. D., 1859, the expiration of their late contract, 


. and to continue until another contract be entered into, and that 


the governor be authorized to draw such (amount) from the 


state treasur y." 


. The act to provide for the management, and control of the 
penitentiary, provided that the governor of this state be and he 
is hereby authorized and required to “contract with some suita- 
ble person or persons upon the terms hereinafter statcd, to lease 


the penitentiary grounds, buildings and convicts, until the close | 


of the session of the General Assembly of 1862, to some respon- 
sible person or persons upon the best terms, to be paid annually 
into the state treasury, and the contractor or contractors, it was 
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' provided, «should give bond, with: security, in the sum "of one 


. hundred thousand dollafs, conditioned that the said’ convicts | 


shäll’be: ‘safely kept, subsisted, comfortably clothed, ‘humanely 


treated and when sick to be furnished with all necessary medi- | 


eine and medical attendance, and süitable diet for sick persons, 
from. the date of the contr act until the close of the session of the 
Be Assembly. ‘of 1862, free from all expense to the state, 
‘and that they will, -in' all respects, faithfoW y: perform said con- 


tract, in compliance with the provisiaßs öf this. act.. “The con- ` 


tractor was also required by the act: to construct. a cistern within 
the :peñitentiary. walls, with capacity to -hold forty or fifty 
‚thousand. gallons of water, and furnish and: properly: fix to said 
cistern: a good and sufficient-force pump; and the sum of four 
hundred ‘dollars was .appr opriated to pay for the cistern’ and 
force pump, and all necessary apparatus to conduct the water 
off of the bujldings into the cistern. The governor was required 
to make the cóntract upon the terms stated in the act, “ upon 
giving a reasonable notice, through the various newspapers, „to 
bidders.” i i 

On the: 2d Mach, 1859, the governor published js notice; 
inviting sealed proposals. until tlie 2d day of May, A. D. 1859, 


and a copy of the said act of 17th of February, 1 1859, was ap 


pended to and published with the notice three times, once a 
week, in all the newspapers then printed. in the state, before 
the second day of May, A. D. 1859, but not one. ‚single bid.was 
made by any person or persons. The terms prescribed by the 
law would have been very good for the state, but as 1 feared 
when I made the special message, the system, adopted ‘by the 
General Assembly failed to work. And if the joint resolu- 
tion of the 21st, February, 1859, had not been passed, äc- 
cepting -of Alexander George and. John Robins’ proposition 
of the 10th February, 1859, to safely keep the convicts 
and farnish them with bedding , clothing, : food, and when sick, 
with medicines and medical attendance, for thirty-five cents a 
day for each state convict, until another contract be entered 
into, the convicts would. have beer left Without any legal 
keeper, and the authorities of the state without any appropria- 
tion to pay.the expenses-of keeping them; and without any 
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/ —.  Anthórity to make, á contr act. for z keeping them; “except such a 
. , «Contract as the act. of 17th ‚February, 1859,.positively. required. * 
~to be made, if-any: at, dll were made, in. aecordance with, Jaw. ' 
As the state.does not own any of.the bedding,. clothing, fur: 
_niture, tools, or. implements i in use, at the. penitentiary. but only 
_the buildings and ‘grounds, a, contractor would. have, to. incur , 
, considerable expense. for such things as well. as for provisions. 
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^, -dug ug,. and a cistern "with. capacity. to hold. forty « or, fifty. thousand 
. gallons of water, has been constructed: within the walls .of the: 
, penitentiary. .A suitable force. pump, has. been _properly fixed 
to the cistern,.and good. leather. hose, 300 feet long, has, been 
E = procured to attach to the pump, and.be used in case of. fire.. 
| It will be seen by the report.of the keepers of. the peniten- 
tiar y that they admonish the authorities of the state that addi- 
tional room will be required for keeping the convitts,. ‚and. that 
additional workshops-are necessary. for the institution, - uN ? 
Compare the condition of the. penitentiary, now-with what it 
“Avad-on thé 17th Februaty; 1853. There. were t then but 84 cells 
for convicts, in. a building. covered. with. shingles, and inclosed 
by a board or plank fence.. Since the 17th of Febr 'uary, 1857, 
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1 ~- the. large, high and substantial stone wall, forming..a square of 
300 feet, has been constructed. around the penitentiary build- 
So ings; the” building containing the cells has been built five. feet 

o higher than-it was, and eighty-four additional. cells constructed 
t ‚init; and the whole covered with a good slate roof; two large 


workshops, a hospital, and mess-ro oom, and a large smoke- -house, 
‚all have been built, in the best manner, of brick and covered 
~ With slate, and the old building containing the cells was also 
repaired. For the materials and the. construction of the wall 

. and all of these substantial buildings, ánd for safely keeping the 

. conyicts, and furnishing them with food, bedding, clothing, and 
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when sick, with medicines and medical attendance, from the ' 
* 17th February, 1853, to the 25th January, 1859, the state paid 
: $81,248 00. And the wall, and all.the buildings constructed 
‚are of a permanent and enduring character, and are now, and 
will be for years to come, worth more.to the state than the im- 
provements cost. The General Assembly acted wisely in hav- 
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ing: mee eee made, and “they à stand - “as " monumélts 
to show. that the state’ has fult value for thie "money. which ‘the - 

l Général "Assembly appropiiatedito build them: When we take”” 
into consderatiön. thé facts that: the She of Arkansa during |. 
the last few years; has beer:rapidly iiprensing it iir population, 
and that thé increase to: the’ taxable: ‘prop 2rty of the” "state dur: - 

‘ing the ‘two years, 859° ‚and 1869; ‘amounts; alone, to P" sum s 
equal to what the total value of all the taxable property. in the ' 
state: ‚was for the year4859;- ‘and: th at our state treasury | is-abum:: 
dantly supplied with gold and; silvet to pay all ordinary. ex-- > 
penses of the state, we cannot fail to rejoice’ at such a Se 
of prosperity, and: feel proud of our growing;state. , -Jt is-grati -- 
fying to know that our state has the” meañs topay. for enag 
ing. the penitentiary, erecting’ "Work shops, buying machirier y 
and converting the institution into a manufacturing establish- 
ment, which- would. render it a source of revenue instead of. a - 

| tax upon the treasury. lt'seems to the executive that true econ- ne 

omy requires the adoption « of such A policy. To the reports of 
' the superintendent and of the chaplain of the penitentiary ‚your, 
attention is respectfully invited. > l D. 

, The trustees and the superintenderit of “the Anl kansas Institute - 
for the Blind” have made very interesting reports, ‚whieh merify 
and it is hoped, will receive yoar careful consider ation. The. 
aid and encouragement asked should be freely g granted: to the” u 
institution by the state; and it is hoped will be without failure. 
It is the duty of the state to encourage such. institutions; and 
it has abundance of means to make such liberal provision as 
would render the institution perinanently useful. 

The state owns a block of beautiful lots, some two or three 
hundred yards south: of the. peuitentiary and” adjoining tlie 
western houndary of the city of Little Rock, in. a high and 
healthy locality., It is recommended that a liberal appropria- 
tion of money be made for the constructign of suitable build- 
ings upon,this block of ground, for an asylum for insane and 
lunafic persons; and that proper legislatión be had upon the 
subject, to regülate and sustain the institution when’ established. 

. Such an institution is much needed, and if 'estáblished, would 
relieve the counties from the care of insane and lunatic” per- 
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song. The counties laven no stitalite- ‘buildings | or facilities for 


. taking. care. of. such ‘unfortunate: pérsons;. máhy of. whom, with 


proper gäre: and ‘medic: tréatnient, might be restored tò sanity. . 


Your attention is 'ingited toa communication from the com- ... 


missioner of ‘the: general land office, dated August 22d, 1860, 
upon tlie. subject c of the joint resolution of the-General Assem- 
bly of the State of Arkansas, approved : 4th. February, 1859," 
relative to procuring for this state, “complete lists of all lands 
in the State of ‘Arkansas, that have been ceded, granted, sold, 
donated, or otherwise disposed of by the general government; 
‘together with a list of all entries, grants, or locations that have 


been canceled or set aside,” “ andthe probable’ cost of-obtain-. 


ing such lists, and whether, in his: opinion, the ‘obtaining of 
such lists by t the state would be of adv antage tlieréto; and war- 
rant the costyof obtaining the same. ” The commissioner states 
that it would be a work of great magnitude, and involve an 
expense, which, in his opinion, would not be warranted by any 
benefit the state, might expect or derive therefrom. : e 
To the report of the swamp land secretary, and the recom- 
mendations therein made, your attention is respectfully invited. ' 
By it you will-see that the ¿work of reclaiming swamp and 
‘overflowed lands has been vigorously prosecuted. 
The unusually large .amount of 3,815,643 93 cubic yards of 
levee and ditch work was constructed and paid for during the ` 
two years ending with the 30th day of September, 1860. Since 
the supervision of this troublesome business, requiring great 
extra labor, was éonfided to the governor by the act of 13th 
= January, 1857, the amount of levee and ditch work constructed 
, aad paid for up ‘to theyst day of Oct tober, 1860, was six mil- 


- lions,. thirty- seven thousand, seven handred ánd ninety- -four . 
and 31-100 cubic yards. The whole amount paid, upon orders ` 


of the governor, for the constriction of this work, was $1,100,- 


487 66. This business was formerly confided to three swamp: 


land commissioners, and it-was considered so important and 
laborious that each commissioner was allowed a salary of two 
thousand dollars per annum, besides contingent expenses. 
By.the reports of the commissioners, ít appears that the. 
whole amount of levee and ditch work constructed and paid 
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or. their AR "n eary isst, “and: andin3 
in the ara 1856, Smbeaeing fir years,- Was | 7028672, 56: 100 
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cubic yards; forthe construction: of hi 


Whi nA the cojpiiiggioners: 
allowed and:caused to be: paid. ST 4150865 à 58. ‘the amount 


and. cost of levee and ditch work ‘coh Stee 


n zd Me ca admin- 
istration of the í commissioners, add ‘the amount an Skost.of the - 2: 


levee. and ditch work constructed under the digestion nd con- 
trol of the governor, 'and it will be seen that the Whole“amount. 


of levee and ditch ‚work ever constructed,and paid foi i by the © 


‚state,: from: the beginning of the work in 1851, up to the Ist 


day of October, 1800, was thirteen millions, sixty-four thou- i 


sand, four hundred and.s sixty-six’ and 87-100 cubic yards; aed - 
that the whole' amount paid for the construction of this wark 
was $2,538,957 24. "The state has no work. Unger contr act in. 
the Helena district; and no ‘new. contracts can Be made fof 
levee and ditch “work i in, that district, for the: réason that the 
unsold lands in tlie. district, after satisfying the * outstanding . 
warrants: and scrip, would not “be sufficient to- pay for such: - 
works as are necessary in the Helena district. -> . RÀ 
The estimated cost of levee and. ditch Hy now under cón-. 
tract, and being. constructed in the Batesville district, is $223,-. 
7237. Itisbelieved thatall this work will be completed during 
the next twélve months. For information in detail with regard 
to the amount of “such work constructed in each district, you 
are respectfully referred to the report of the swamp land see- 
retary; and for inforniation of the confirmed swamp and! over- 
flowed lands remaining unsold in ‘each district, to the report of 
the auditor. As. the swamp land interests öf the State- of 


~ 


Arkansas have not yét been fully adjusted at the general land -.- 


office of the United States, the amount of onen and land to 
which this state will be entitled, under the acts of Congress 
approved March 2d; 1855, and "March 3,1857, in lieu of swamp 
and overflowed lands: disposed of by the United States, after 
‘they had- been granted to the State of Arkansas ¡by the act of 
Congress of” the 28th September, 1850, lias not been ascertained. 
Therefore, this state has not yet received anyrmoney or lànd - 
under either of thé two .acts of Congress designated.: Provi- 
sion by law should: be made for ` obtaining from the United 
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and the- disposition: of the Jangg en: obtained. under; ‘the: two eo 


which thisssggte. must complete; the. selections of swap: “and >» 


therefore recommended that such legislation be had asis neces-, 


remaining unconfirmed ' swamp and overflowed lands; to which 


re muneration. 


A ENTRA 200 
` 
s 


. seminary lands,” approved December 28th, 1840. This act of 
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States; the money, and for the. iion of the lands during thé” 
next two years, and’ ‘also: for thee appropriation f i the 3 inoney 


A 
acts of: Congress. dp VE tel UR Nee et Sáu VAR 


, By the dct. of a Laik March, ‚asöo, he time within ^ 


overflowed Tands. gránigd:t te:hér by the act of 28th September. 
1850, has beefifimited: to.two years ‘from | ‘the adjournment’ of 
the pregent session-of ‘the General Assembly of our State. It is 


sary to insure the selection; within the limited time, òf- all the 


thie.’ ‘state is entitled. ' Under the present law, ‘thé’ selecting - 
agents cannot be paid “anything ` for their expenses or labor 
until after the authorities of the United States-shall have: con-- 
firmed to this state the lands selected by these agents.- - Provi- 
sion ought to be. made to compensate the dgents- «who rendered 
such.services to. the state, and. who have not. yet received any 


Since the last’ session of the General Assembly, the governor 
de signated three hundred and twenty acres of land, and caused 
the same to be confirmed to the State of Arkansas as an 
unconfirmed portion of saline land, which had remained due 
the state, under the compact between this state and the United 
States. | l 

Your attention is invited to the report of the solicitor gene- 
ral of the State of Arkansas, dated 20th September, 1860, on 
the subject of five sections and nine- -sixteenths of a section of 
unlocated seminary land sold by the governor in the year 1842, 
under “an act to authorize. the governor to dispose of the 


the General "Assembly. contemplated the location of the un- 
located elaims sold, ‚in legal subdivisions of not. less than one 
half quarter section.” But the act of Congress of March 2,1827, 
prescribed that the seventy-two sections of land granted by it 
for a university, should’ be located i in tracts of not less than an 
"entire section, corresponding with any of the legal divisions 
into which the public lands are authorized to be surveyed. T he 
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> seventj-tsrà ‘sections granted. by die act of Go fores, pron 
March 2; 1827: ‚Your. attention’ is Tespectfully invijed to the 
suggestions of the solicitor: general, imregard to thé propriety 
. of applying to Congress . for. the passage of an-act to autho- 
rize the location of. these ‘seminary: lands in small subdivisi jons, 
and to. authorize the state to locate one hundred . and Sixty 
` acres4of land to complete the. quantity. óf one. thousand acres 
granted to: the late territory of Arkangas * by the act of Con- - 
gress of 15th June, 1882; for the erection of ‘a.court-house and 
jail at Little Rock. The-act granted one thopsand #acres con- 
tiguous to and adjoining Little. Rock; but it appears that the 
United States had disposed of all the land, so situated, except > 
eight hundred and forty acres, which leaves'an unsatisfied claim | 
of one hundred and sixty acres, for which thé state’ should “be _ 
allowed an' equivalent by the United States. ~ i 
Your attention and consideration are Tespectfully invited to 
the report of the secretary of state, as commissioner of public 
buildings. It is hoped that the General’ Assembly will not: 
permit these buildings to go to ruin for the want of repairs. 
For the‘interests and honor of the state; and, as 'a méasure of 
true economy, the. state house, and the rooms.in which the 
offices of: the state are kept, ought to be thoroughly repaired, 
and propeily furnished." “The” state“library is very valuable, ` 
but there is no suitable place for keeping | it: There i is notroom 
to arrange, in order, the books, or to Hate them : ‘so kept as to 
preserve. them from injury. It would be well: to provide for 
erecting a building for the. accommodation “of the state library. 
This building should be sufficiently large to insure abundance e 
of room, in all the future. It would also be wellto provide fo 
making a- complete catalogue” of the library and tó cause the 
librarian to" make and: keep in his office aregister of every book 
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l everything, well.done that she has done, at all. 
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or work, added to the library.: Sombllystóna | of accountability. 
for the certain preservation of the books: which belonged to the 


state, might then be adopted... ' The state ought also.to provide. | 


and furnish, in the. kest nan j r, an executive. maúsion, ‚and have 
it supplied with necessaryfilights and fuel. To-provide a house, | 


and leave the governor tó pay for suitable furniture for. the” 
"executive mansion of. the state, would impose upon him acon- 


siderable tax for the use of the ‘building. Our state-is just as 
able as any-other state in the Union to provide for:all three: of 
the departments of the government whatever is:necessary and 
proper. for promoting the publie service, and without extrava- 
gance, can now afford to:evince a-little state pride by having 

Our state is rapidly increasing in population and wealth, and 
the business in the circuit courts, as a consequence, is increas- 
ing. There are now but six judicial circuits, and, :as there are 
fifty-five counties in the state, each judge of the circuit court 


has a large circuit, and so many causes to adjudicate, that for . 


the want of time to-try all of them, it frequently happens that 
some of them have to be continued. . It is, therefore, recom-. 
mended that three additional circuits be created, and that pro- 
vision be made for the election of a judge of the circuit court 
and a prosecuting attorney for each of the newly : created 
circuits. It seems to the: executive that it would be well to 
have three terms of the circuit court held in every county, every 
year, as a convenience to, litigants, and-in order that every 
criminal might have his constitutional right of, a speedy trial 
before witnesses, in his case, would get out of the way. It costs 
the counties so much to keep criminals in jail six, and often 


twelve months, before they are tried, that if. the prisoners all. 


break jail, and get away, there i is but one consolation left to 
the people; which is, if the law cannot be properly vindicated 
the cost of keeping the. criminals often ceases by their escape 
from prison. By proper legislation, thé law: can be vindicated, 


and the people. of the counties relieved .of considerable ex- 
pense. P put Ps 
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The cn Assembly, atthe last session, passed some reso- 
lutions; as proposed amendments:to the constitution of this 
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State; ‘to provide for the election, by the.qualified-voters'of this 
state, of a secretary: of state, an ‘auditor and a- treasurer, and 


' also an attorney general. for thé state. As governor, I approved 


these resolutions on ‘the. 2st Febsffary, 1859, ‘and it devolved 
„upon the secretary of state to have tite em “ published i in all the 
newspapers published i in-this state, three several timés, at least 
twelve months: before the next general election.” ' Major David 
B. Greer was secrétary of state, “and had held’ that ‘Office’ for, 
moré than ninetéen years: Hehad always attended: so faith- 
fully: and promptly- "to having proposed amendments to the con- 
stitution published; that. [-was under the - impression that those 
proposed at the ‘last session had been duly published,, Until 1 


| ascertained, after it was too late to’ haye thér published, that 


they: had not been publislied;by authority: of tlie .seeretary of 
state at all, but ‘only; perhaps; ‘by some ‘few newspapers, as 
matter of information with regard to the proceédings of the 
General Assembly. A gentleman’ who was then’ deputy secre- 
tary of state js now a member of the senate of this’ state, ‘and 
from. him the executive learned that the failure, on the part of 
„the secretary of state, to have published the‘ proposed: ampnd- 
ments to the constitution was purély accidental. ` : 

On or about the 28th day of August, „1859, ‚Major ‚David B. 
Greer, secretary: of state; of this state, died; cand, on the 3d day 
of September, 1859, Alexander Boileau: was appointed’ to fill 
the vacandy in the office. Mr. Boileau held the office of secre- 
tary of state but four months and- a. half: from the date of his 
appointment until he died :ón the'18th day of January, 1860. 
Our state- has, therefore,- been so unfortunate ás to lose, by 
death, two-able- and faithful public | serv ants ‘from the same 
_ office during the last-two years. ^ >s 7. -” 

On the 21st day of January;-1860, Saritel M. Weaver was 
appointed secretary of state to fill the'vacancy that had occurred 
in the office by the death of: Alexander Boiléau. - 

-The executive andthe people of-Arkansas are. indebted to 
the courtesy-. -of: Brevet Major James Henry Carleton, of the 
United States atiny, for a:copy. of that. part of an able. report 
made by him, relative-tö the: horriblé massacre at the Mountain 
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Meadows; i in ‘Utah territory, in: September, 1857, of one hun- 
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dred and twenty men, women and children, who were from the 
State of Arkansas, and had traveled that far on their way to 
California. There were seventeen small children, only, left 
alive out of this large emigrating. party of about one hundred 
and forty souls. This party was considered the wealthiest in 
horses,’ mules, “cattle, wagons, carriages, money, and other 


‘property, of any party that attempted to cross the plains i in the 


year1857. The massacre was the most awful ever committed 
in the history of our country. ‚The seventeen children were 
recovered from the Mormons and brought back, by authority 5 
the United States; and, by the report of Hon. Wm. C. Mitch l 
who, as agent of the government of the United States, a 
the children from Fort Leavenworth, you will learn their 
names, ages, and sex, and also the places of their residence in 
this state. The United States ought, at leäst, to provide some 
indemnity for the property and, money which the Mormon and 
Indian murderers appropriated, after they had massacred the 
owners. Printed copies of the reports of Brevet Major Carle- 
{on and Hon. Wm.'C. Mitchell, will be laid before you, and . 
your, attention is respectfully invited to them. 

There will be laid before you printed copies of the reports 
of the land attorney. and state collector, the financial receiver 
of the “ Bank of the State. of Arkansas,” and .the receiver in 
chancery of the “ Real Estate Bank of the State of Arkansas.” 

The whole number of bonds of the state, sold by the Bank 
of the State of Arkansas, was 1,169, each for $1,000. One 
thousand of these were six per cent., and 169, five per cent. 
bonds. Upito the first day of October, 1860, 144 of the five 
per cent., and 415 of the six per cent. bonds had been redeemed, 
canceled and filed with the state treasurer. On that day there 
remained. unredeemed-25 of the five per cent. bonds, which 
will not be due until the first day of. January, 1887, and 585 
of thé six per cent. bonds, which will become due on.the first 
of January, 1808. The bonds and coupons, of this bank, 
redeemed, canceled and filed with tlie state treasurer, before 
the 1st day of October, 1860, amounted, when redeemed, to 
$956,569 35. Ont'the first day of October, 1860, the interest 
due and unpaid on the 610 outstanding and unredeemed bonds, 
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ES to sori, 717-50; which sum, ‚added to- the” principal, 


not yet- due; makes $A, 287,717 50; but frorn- this should be: 


deductéd the: $189, 000 "00, before alluded to in connection 
with the “order of the: chancery court, and then the debt on 
account of the Bank of the State of - ‚Arkansas, will ‚be shown 


to be: $1, 098717 50. - A. plan’ for paying “this debt has been 


: Ae- 
recommended in.the preceding part of this message. - There - 


aré so few available-assets of the Bank of the State of  Arkan- 
. SAS, that, under suitable legislation, . the - treasurer: of the state 
might | be inade ex-officio financial receiver, “and attend to” clos- 
ing up , the business of the bank. ¿+ ^ ^ >>> WE 
The constitution of the State of Arkansas gave power o the 
General Assembly’ to incorporate a banking institution, éaleu- 
lated to aid and promote the great agricultural interests of the 
country; and to pledge the faith and credit of the state to raise 
the funds necessary to carry itinto operation; i: Provided, Such 
security can be. given by the individual stockholders as will 
guarantee the státe against : loss or injury. ” In-the exercise: of 
the power so granted, the General Assembly passed. “an dct to 


1 
20,9 


establish the Real Estate Bank of the State. of Arkansas,” | 


approved October 26th, 1836. This bank was tó have:“ an 
original cash capital of two millions of dollars; to be raised by 
loans or negotiations ‘on the security of real property, at its 
cash value, with the guarantee of the public credit.” . 
Before any bonds were issued by the state tó the bank, as 
security to guarantee the state against loss or injury, and as 
security to the bondholders for the pay ment of. the bonds and 
the interest on them; the 180 stockholders i in the original bank 
and branches mortgaged 127,520 65-100 acres of land, valuéd 
by commissioners, under: oath, at $2,603,932 32.- Under the act 
approved February 24th, 1838, to establish the “western branch, 
100 persons became stockholders in the Real Estate Bank, and 
mortgaged 60, 290 24-100 acres of land, valued by commission- 
ers, under oath, at $776, 840 06, making in all; Ian 710 89- 100 
ags ol land, valued at $3,380,772 38. ` i 


On the- first day of October, 1860, there were 899 six per 


cent. -bonds, which had been issued to, and sold hy this bank, 
remaining unredeemed. These bonds will be due on the 26th 
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October, 1861. The interest unpaid by the bank, on the Ist day 
of October, 1860, amounted to $905,905 00, but from this should 
be deducted. $150,079 72, funds of the "state-retained. at the 
United States treasury, and directed, to be applied tow ards the 
payment: of interest on tlie 500: bonds of this state; issued 
to and sold by the Real Estate Bank, and which are held by the 
secretary.of the treasury in trust, for the bengfit of the Sith- 
sonian Institute.” After making. this deduction,: the interést 
remaining due and unpaid on the 1st day of : October, 1860, was 
$755,825 28, and when added to the 899 bonds, will show that 
the liability of the state for bonds sold by the Real E Bank, 
and interest due on them was $1,654,825 28, on the Ist day of 
October, 1860. . But the bank had'an additional liability for 
principal and interest up to the first day of October, 1860, of 
$267,405-71, on account of the .$121,336 59 borrowed by the 
bank on the 7th. September, 1840, upon the 500 bonds of this 
state, which the bank, in violation of law, hypothecated to the 


“ North American Trust and Banking Company” of New York. 


This company sold the bonds and placed them on the con- 
trol of the state. 

For some information on sane subject of this frondulent dispo- 
sition of these 500 bonds, you are respectfully referred to pages 
25 t0,39, inclusive, of the appendix of the journal of the House 
of Representatives of the General Assembly of «this státe, for 
the session which began on- the 7th November, 1842. These 
hypothecated bonds were issued by.authority of “an act to 
authorize the stockholders of the Real Estate Bank of the 
State of Arkansas, to establish a branch in the western part of 
this state,” approved February 24th, 1838. ; 

Under the acts of 26th October, 1836, and 19th December, 
1837, there were 1,530 six.per cent. bonds of this state, issued 
to and sold by the Real Estate Bank of the State of Arkansas, 
631 of which were redeemed, canceled-and filed with the state . 
treasurer before the 1st October, 1860, as fully paid off, and 45 
mote of the unredeemed bonds were deposited before the Ist 
October, 1860, with the state treasurer, as a trustee, under sec- 
tions 8 and 9 of the act of the General Assembly amendatory 
fo the act establishing a separate court of, chancery, approved 


: IT. 

13th: January, 1857, to protect from - sale, certain lands mört- 

gaged for'stock in the Real Estate Bank. 00.0 
The whole amount- of-the state-borids and coupons: issued to 
and sold by this bank, and: which were: redéemed, canceled and 
filed. with the stale treasurer, as fülly- paid off, before: thé 1st 
day, of October, 1860, was $1; 235; 347 :10.-' If to this be added- 
thekkgi 50,079 72, funds of the state :retained ‚at the: United 
States treasufy to pay interest on bonds issued to this bank, it 
will be seen that the amount of the state debt, ón account oj 
the RealEstate Bank, which «was paid. before the 1st day of 
October, 1860, was $1,385,426 82. -If- ‚we add to this the, $956,569 
35, for the amount of the State Bank bonds and coupons can- 
celed and filed with the state treasurer, as “fully paid off before 
the Ist day of October, 1860, it will Be seen that the payments 


on the state debt, on account of the two banks, amounted, on | 


' the Ist day of October, 1860, to $23 et ‚996 17, as before ex- 
plained. and stated. pa m 
Th addition to this amount of payments on die state debt, : on 
account of bonds of the state issued to, and sold by the'banks, 
there were redeemed, canceled and filed with the state treasurer, 
as fully paid off, on the 30th June; 1860, six bonds, each for 


$1,000, exécitted by Governor ‘Archibald Yell; ander the act of 


22d December, 1840, for money borrowed by the state from the 
Real Estate Bank.’ These bonds, and the interest due on them, 
amounted, on the 30th J une, 1860, when redeemed, to $8,642 91. 
The state has made considerable progress tow ards getting 
out of debt; and if the present low rate of the state tax, which 
is but one-sixth of one percent. on the assessed cash value of 
taxable property, be ‘permitted to remain, without reduction, 
and the policy recommended be adopted and-carried out in 
good faith, our state will, in a Very few years, be entirely out of 
debt. Our railroads, too, will- be constructed, and population 
and wealth will annually flew into our state, perhaps with 
more rapid increase than the great -additions during ‘the last 
two years. We must remember that Arkansas is now a great 
and prosperous state, and that it is the duty of her public ser- 


 vants to guard with vigilance and faithfully-protect her inter- ` 


ests, and with commendable state pride to work zealously and 
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with expansive views, but never forgetting to practice true: 
economy, to hasten our state on to the high and enviable posi- 
tion towards which she -is now so rapidly advancing. : 

In a former message I said, “ the state of Arkansas will never : 
repudiate her just debts. She will honestly pay them all when- 
ever she can command the means.” With such sentiments, 
and under such a belief, I have labored and worked, during: my 
administration of eight years, lacking. but a few, days. .: In this, 
my last message, as Governor of the State of Arkansas, I tender 
my thanks to. the patriotic members of the General Assembly; 


who passed the laws, then needed, with regatd to the banks; to 


the able and faithful accountants who investigated: and reported 
the condition of the two banks, which for so many. years had 
been wrapped up in mystery, so far-as the authorities and peo- 
ple of the state were concerned; to the learned and efficient 
attorney who, in behalf of the state, prosecuted and defended 
the very important suits in which large interests of the state 
were involved; and also, to the couxts that administered with 
integrity and ability the laws on the subject of the banks, and 


_ the interests of the state involved. To all of these, and to the in- 


tegrity and ability of the receivers of the banks, the people of 
the state are much indebted for the. progress which has been 
made towards the payment of the state debt. Ni 
When the bonds of the state were issued to the Real Estate 
Bank.of the State of Arkansas, it was never intended that the 
people of the state should be taxed to pay the bonds, or the in- 
terest on them; for the security which the'individual stockhold- 
ers gave by mortgaging lands was, and now is, amply sufficient 
to protect the state from any loss whatever on account of.the 
bonds issued to and sold by the bank. The lands embrace 
many of the best and most valuable plantations in the state. 
The state has not yet resorted to these mortgaged lands to raise 
money to pay interest on the bonds. Many of the: mortgaged 
lands have been sold, subject to the mortgage, leaving the right 
to the state, under the charter, and proper legislation, ** to cause 
to be siezed and sold according to law, the property mortgaged in 
whose hands soever the same may be found, in the same manner, 
and with the same facilities, as it was seized in the hands of the 
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morlgagér; nl ing any sale or dd of title thereof, by 


inheritance-or- other wise. a 

You perceive that it was contemplated by this provision of 
the-charter, that, in casé of necessity, the proceedings to raise 
money to- ‚pay: the bonds and the-interest on them, should be had 
directly ‚against the property mortgaged as indemnity” to the 
state and the holders-of the bonds, for the‘ payment of the bonds 


and the interest-on them. The proceedings should -be directly ` 


against thé mortgaged jands; without any regard to the sales 
or change of title. Under proper legislation, one bill could be 
filed against all’of the lands mortgaged for stock, in the'original 
bank and branches, and a decree. obtained, rendering the sev- 
eral tracts mortgaged by each stockholder, liable for the proper 
pro rata amount, in proportion-to the- amount of stóck awarded 
on the lands: mortgaged by the stockholder, so that the whole 
of the debt of the state, on account of the bonds and interest on 
them, could be paid by making each patcel of lands mortgaged 


pay only the: proper pro. rata amount. .In this way justice. 


would be: done to all the parties interested, without oppressing 
them, and the state would not lose one dollar on account of the 
Real Estate Bank. - After filing” the bill against the lands, a 

notice of the facts, published in a newspaper, should be made 
sufficient, without’ any other notice being given in any other 
way.. The’ official reports of the receiver in chancery of the 


Real Estate Bank, and state treasurer designating the bonds of 


the state, issued to and sold by the bank, that remained due 
and unpaid, and showing the’ amount of interest due and ms 
paid on each separate bond, and the aggregate amount of the 
unpaid bonds, and of the due and unpaid interest up to the date 
of the filing of the bill, should be made by law évidence of the 
facts that such bonds: and interest remained unpaid; which facts 
established should be made sufficient, without the: production 
of the bonds, for the state to obtain the necessary decree against 
the lands. When the.lands áre sold, the money should be paid 
directly to the:state treasurer, and “be sacredly applied to the 
payment. of the botids, and interest on them: 

There'are other matters necessary to be provided for, that 
the law should embrace, to adapt the legislation to the condi- 
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tion of the matters involved: I have, in former messages, had 
so müch to say about this bank that I now submit the subject 
to you, with full confidence that in your wisdom and patriot- 
ism you will guard and protect the interests: of the state; cause 
the debt of this bank to be paid out of the abundance of the 
security, without incurring any new debt, or suffering the- bank 
debt to fall on the people to be paid by taxation. The people 
ought not to be taxed one dollar to pay this bank debt, för the 
mortgaged lands are more than sufficient'to paye every dollar of 
the debt. | 

By table H of the auditor’s report, it ROA that there were 
no returns of tax books, for the year 1860, from the counties.of 
Columbia, Chicot, Ouachita, Polk and Union, but the tax books 
tor the year 1859 were returned from these five counties, as ‘is 
shown by table G,.of the “auditor's s report. - Without allowing 
anything for i increase, if the property taxed, in these five coun- 
ties, for the year 1859,:be added to what was taxed for 1860, 
in the other fifty counties, it will be shown that there were 
taxed in the State of Arkansas, for the year 1860, besides other 
property, 75,616 slaves, 299 saw-mills, 111 tan-yards, 59 distille- 
ries, 3,297 pleasure carriages, 75,007 horses, 29,518 mules, 1,204 
Jacks and jennies, 275,342 neat cattle, $3, 122,615 in goods, 
wares and merchandize, $1,308,590 money loaned at interest, 
$97,032 invested in. steamboats, $284,619 in gold watches and 
jewelry, and $45,289 invested in manufactories.  -- 

The whole value of property taxed in the state, for the year 
1852, as shown by table J, in the auditor’s report of .1st Octo- 
ber, 1854, was $42,900,080 00; and the increase during the 
subsequent eight years. has amounted to about:one hundred 


a. 


millions of dollars. 

Dr. David D. Owen, state geologist of Arkansas, has for- 
warded, for information of the executive and the General As- 
sembly, a manuscript.copy of the first and second chapters of 
the second volume of the Geological Report on Arkansas. - In 


his letter, dated 25th September, 1860, he states that “ this man- 


uscript does not comprise the whole of the matter, but it con- 
tains a full synoptical description of the result. of the survey; 
from 1859 up to the present time." 


- Five thousand. «copies of this second.volume are now being. 
printed i in Philadelphia, and it is presumed that before the ad- 
journment of the General Assembly, will be ready for distribu- 
tion., This second volume will be quite interesting. and valua- ` 
ble. The geological reconnoissance of. the state has been com- 
i pleted, whichis the preliminary step to a regular detailed sur- 

vey: It is recommended that liberal provision be*made for 
the prosecution of the detailed survey, by which it;is believed 
the state would. be greatly benefited. - E 

Of the 2 000 copies of the first geological | report on the north- 
ern coutities of Arkansas, 800 copies were sent to the Smith- 
sonian Institute for distribution in Europe, and elsewhere, to 
scientifie men and. institutions;- and 560 bound copies were 
placed in our state library, after getting through with distrib- 
uting copies to states, territories, institutions of iearningyand 
individuals in the United States, and allowing to the state geol- 
gist two hundred copies for him to distribute. Ñ 

' Under the constitution, it devolves upon the Generally Assem- 
bly, “from time to time, to pass such laws as shall be calculated 
to encourage intellectual, scientific and agrieultural improve- 
ment, by allowing rewards and; immunities for the promotion” 
and improvement of arts, science, commerce, manufactories and 
natural history , and countenance and encourage the principles 
of humanity, industry and morality.” This is a very compre- 
hensive and. valuable provision of the constitution, and if its 
requirements, were-fully carried out- upon a liberal and proper 
basis, so many elements of progress would be brought i into life . 
and healthful; and vigorous action that innumerable benefits to 
the peoplé would be prodüced, and the character of our state at 
home and abroad would be elevated and ennobled. 

It is reemmended that suitable legislation be had to authorize 
‚such counties, as-may choose to do so, to levy a tax to raise 

money, to buy suitable arms to arm their volunteer companies of 
militia. Zu - o0 ton - 

It is well to ‘observe and comply with every provision: of the ` 
constitution, so that our-government may not, by neglect or 
disuse of certain provisions of the constitution, be virtually 
| changed from what it was provided by the constitution it should 
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be. The constitution' of the United States declares that'a well 
regulated militia is necessary to the security of a.freé state. 
The acts of congress and the laws of this state require that the 
militia shall be organized, armed' and disciplined. `+- 

In organizing, arming and disciplining the militia of OUP,. 
state we are but doing duties enjoined by. the constitution and 
laws of the United States and this state, and providing. what is 
necessary for the security of our state.” Itis hoped that you will 
give such consideration to’ this subject as its great importance 
demands; and do whatever js necessary to insure complete 
organization and make the militia of our state a high and well 
disciplined order of. citizen-soldiers. - 

During my administration of eight years, lacking now but a 
few days, it has been, my earnest desire ‘and constant 
endeavor so to administer the government ’as to restore the lost 
credit of the state, develope its unbounded resources, drive out of 
use depreciated paper and small bank bills, supply our treasury 
with the constitutional currency of gold and silver, insure to the 
people of. the state the same kind of a solid and reliable cur- 
rancy, advance the cause of education, faithfully execute - the 
laws, promote true economy, protect the interests of the state, 
promote the «public good -and merit the approbation of the 
people. 07 : E ; i 


z" 


During this long service, having 'so many perplexing and 
important duties to; perform, connected with the complicated 
affairs of the state ana banks, and for four years the immense 
extra labors and annoyances of managing and controlling the 
reclamation of the swamp lands, by levees and ditches, it would 
be unreasonable to expect .universal approbation of my official 
acts. I have sought to do my whole duty to the state and peo- 
ple. For the confidence and support which the. people of the 
State of Arkansas have yielded me' I shall not cease to feel 
grateful, and in this, my last message, as Governor of the State 
of Arkansas, I tender to the people of the state; my sincere 
thanks. 

We have great cause to -be i s to Almighty God that 
He has blessed our state and made it more prosperous than it 
ever was before. 
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. With my sincere and grateful thanks to the Author ei E 


good for what success I may have 'attained in my constant 
labors to promote the interests and honor of our state, T submit 
to you this statement of the condition of our governmént. : 
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OPINION 
OF THE SOLICITOR GENERAL OF THE STATE OF ARKAN- 
SAS, RELATIVE TO THE POWERS OF MILITIA OFFICERS. 
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LirriE Rock, 81st July, 1860. i 
SIR: 

As to drills and reviews, the law designates certain times, at which 
regimental, battalion and company musters shall be held, but this was 
only intended to secure that number in each year, and the law no where 
by letter, or implication, prohibits militia officers from having drills 
and reviews at other times, according to their discretion. They ‘have 
the power to order them, and persons subject to military duty would he 
bound to obey the order, and failure on their part, to obey such order 
would be subject to the same penalty as where the time of mustering is. 
fixed by law. . ea = 

Yours, very respectfully, l 
So H; HEMPSTEAD, 
Sol. Gen’l of Arke. 
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3ov. E. N. Conway, 
Little Rock, Arke. 
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l u En ODE TM ë- E >. Í : ee , , T , > I + 
OF A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE ‘CAIRO AND FULTON’ RAILROAD COMPANY TO ^, 


| THE GOVERNOR OF ARKANSAS; PRINTED FOR INFORMATION OF THE * ok 
| GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, — "JS 


Svo à I 


44 Excnawer Piace, New York, . sion of the Cairo and. Fulton railroad, being assured that 
mE November 5th, m this would most surely open the way for work on the 
on. E. N. Conway | 2 Arkansas division, . bun 2 
id bc M MEE 1 have been here a month, perfecting arrangements to 
Governor of Arkansas: MET this end, and new have the contracts and papers nearly — : 
¡Bear Sir-—Mr. Staring writes me that a report or ofli- | complete, which will bring us to the Arkansaslineineight . 
cial communication: from this company was deemed by | months—I hope less. I did expect tocomplete this arrange- 
you desirable, previous to the session of the General|íment in time to be in Little Rock by the opening of your 
Assembly. Having done but little;. there is but little to |session, but.the agitatións growing out of the coming eléc-, 
report. The informal report which was published—the |tions have delayed all business.. As that will terminate 
result.of our meeting in October last—also, the publica-| to-morrow, and business return quietly to its accustomed 
tion, after my visit ih May last, as well as the list of offi- channels, 1 hope to get through in a few-days, and as soon 
cers,aRd the financial condition of the company, can be | as possible thereafter, to be with you.’ Success here will 
furnished by Mr. Staring, and I have requested him to :s0 | add to our chances of success there. i 
furnish iat. Further than this, our company occupies a| 1 will write again. 
position: nst much further advanced than when I last had} ^. > $ In haste, yours, éte., ` 
the,pleasete of conferring with. you. - My. efforts have|- | e. .M. BRAYMAN. 
‘been mostly given to the completion of the Missouri divi- to ¡E 
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